WHATS ON – DATES AND
TIMES


Tuesday 3rd December
Kitta Gimmel
Chagigat Ha’Chumash



Thursday 12th December
PTA Disco and
Doughnuts
3.30pm – 4.30pm



Monday 16th December
Choir performing at
Assembly
3.00pm – parents
welcome



Friday 20th December
school closes for winter
break
12.00pm

A Look at Learning
At Yavneh we aim to ensure all learning is meaningful, purposeful, engaging, fun and
focused on learning and embedding new skills and knowledge. We do this by bringing
the curriculum alive for our children so that they can engage with what they are learning
and retain the information or skills being taught.
We were pleased that during our inspection in June 19, Ofsted recognised the depth and
breathe of our curriculum. Walking around the school, it is a delight to see the children
so engaged in their learning, using a growth mind-set and asking interesting questions.
No year group is the same and the curriculum is adapted to take this into account.
Since joining the Yavneh Family in September, the children in Hachana
have absorbed new knowledge like sponges, embedding the Yavneh
classroom routines that have supported them to be happy and settle
quickly. Their teachers are skilled at using the children’s interests to
engage them in their learning and encourage
them to learn and develop new skills through a
play based approach. Being able to free flow
between the 2 classrooms and outside, enables
the children to have the opportunity to engage
in learning through their interests. The aroma of different
potions permeated the Nitzanim classroom last week as pupils’
experimented with different smells and ingredients to make Tinkerbelle
a potion. Children had to cut, squash and squeeze the ingredients
which developed their fine motor skills. The children were encouraged
to record how they had made their potions. To develop fine motor and
reading skills, in the Zeraim classroom, children were observed melting
and chipping frozen ice blocks to find phonic sounds as part of a mission
to help the Queen find the keys to her crown jewels.
In Kitta Aleph, the question ‘why do we enjoy toys?’ has created
many cross curricular opportunities. Using toys at the centre of
their learning, children have had the
opportunity to start thinking about the
history of toys, the different materials
they are made from now and were
made of in the past and why. Using the text Knuffle Bunny,
children have learnt about character descriptions and how to
bring their toys to life for readers using words.
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In Kitta Bet, the children have created Scutari Hospital in their
role play area where they are able to bring their knowledge of
Florence Nightingale alive. A drama workshop which included a
visit from ‘Florence’, helped the children to consolidate their
knowledge from that period of history. Linked to this, children
have been learning about germs, how they are spread and how
to stop them spreading through a hands on experience.
The children in Kitta Gimmel have worked together to create a space
themed room. This room was resourced by the children as part of their
topic. In the room is a selection of moving monsters, designed and made
by the children containing pneumatic systems to make the monsters
move. The children are enjoying their new topic of chocolate and were
hooked into their learning with a chocolate breakfast and pyjama party.

Fab Friendship Week
At Yavneh we are always encouraging our children to behave in the
Yavneh Way – to be kind, respectful, polite and courteous. During
national anti- bullying week the children at Yavneh focused on how to be
a really good friend. The children learnt a lot from the Streetwise
workshops that took place. These sessions focused on what bullying is,
what to do if you think you are being bullied, how to protect yourself,
how to find a safe space and how to be a good friend. The idea of
being a kind friend was reinforced during an assembly on being a good
friend and caring for others.

Hachana Library Visit
Children in Zeraim and Nitzanim enjoyed a trip to Borehamwood Library this
week. They were shown around the library and taught how to be a
responsible library user. After listening to a story read by the librarian, they
used their library cards to select a book to borrow and take home.

Black History Month
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Black History month was celebrated by pupils all over the
school. Children in Kitta Gimmel learnt about Katherine
Johnson the mathematician who helped NASA put an
astronaut into orbirt around earth. The children made a
timeline of key events in her life . Pupils in Kitta Bet learnt
about Bessie Coleman. She was the first African American female to earn
an International Pilots license. She was special and inspiring because she
believed in herself and kept going even when people said she wouldn’t
succeed.

Mitzvah Day
Thank you to all of our families who generously supported our
mitzvah day collection of toiletries for the Barnet homeless
shelter, toys for the Camp Simcha toy drive or
who donated to the Children In Need Happy Hats
Collection. We are so proud that with your
support we are able to support these worthy
tzdakahs and we raised £240 for Children in Need.
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Sponsored Walk for Jewish Care
We are so proud of the children in Kitta Bet who raised £1121 for
Jewish Care by doing a sponsored walk. Despite the cold weather,
the children walked 5km. We held a special
assembly where Rebecca from Jewish Care was
presented with the cheque. She told the children
all about the special activities that Jewish Care
were able to run with the money raised by the children.

Remembrance Day
Throughout the school the children in all year groups learnt
about the significance of Remembrance Day and
wearing poppies. Miss Zinger ran an assembly for
children. The children were so fascinated with the
stories from World War 1 that some children made
their own poppies.

Bereishit Carousel
Every week in Limudei Kodesh, the children enjoy their parashah lesson. During this
lesson they learn the parashah ( story ) that will be read in synagogue on Shabbat from
the Torah. The lessons are always interactive and fun. The Torah begins with Parshah
Bereishit. In this sedra we learn how Hashem created the World. To bring
learning alive for the pupils and make links between the
national curriculum and Limudei Kodesh curriculum the
children took part in a Bereishit workshop run by all the
staff. Starting in the hall together with darkness and glow
sticks to create light, the children went off in groups to
complete a number of challenges. These
included baking, playing a game in Ivrit about
land and sea, designing animal masks, making
flags, thinking about tikkun olam and learning a
new song with Morah Shira. In preparation for
their Chagigat HaChumash, pupils in Kitta
Gimmel took part in a Torah workshop. They learnt how the parchment of a Torah is
made and what is used to write on it. Children had a go at writing on their own
parchment using ink

Diwali
Our children learnt about the Hindu festival of light, Diwali.
Children in Kitta Aleph, Bet and Gimmel took part in an Indian
Dance workshop. We were so impressed with the routine they
learnt in such a short space of time. Children in Hachana made
rangoli patterns using pulses and rice. They thought carefully
about the different shapes, colours and textures they were
using in the patterns they made.
Children in Kitta Aleph worked together to make
rangoli symmetrical patterns out of coloured
pegs.
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PTA Quiz
On Sunday 17th October 2019, the PTA held its annual supper quiz. Quizmaster Paul Rose
asked the questions written by the PTA Quiz committee with great humour. The highlight
of the quiz was the ‘guess the person’ round, where our pupils
skill fully gave clues to who the celebrity/ teacher was. Fun
was had by all and we were delighted that the PTA raised
£4878. This money will go into the school playground fund.
We are currently meeting with different playground
companies to get a design for play equipment drawn up.
Thank you to Squires Estates for sponsoring the event and to
the members of the PTA for their continued hard work.

Democracy at Yavneh
At Yavneh we put a high focus on British Values, these are democracy, individual liberty,
law of the land, mutual respect and tolerance. Congratulations to Noa, Joshua, Jennifer,
Charlotte, Mia, Amy, Leo and Layla who are our first school council representatives for
this year. There were a large number of children from each class standing in the election.
They had to write their own manifesto’s and present them to their classes. The children
in each class voted for their own rep.

Attendance
Our current whole school attendance figure is 98.5 %. A disappointing number of
families have already taken unauthorized holidays this year.
Year Group
Kitta Gimmel
Kitta Bet
Kitta Aleph
Hachana

Attendance
98.6%
98.5%
98.1%
98.6%

The greater the attendance, the greater the achievement.

Walk to School
Please do not drive up and park on Hillside Avenue or the surrounding roads. I have
asked in previous newsletters but there are some parents who think this rule does not
apply to them and it is causing bad feeling amongst the parent body and neighbours and
putting our children at risk. During road safety week we have been teaching our children
how to cross the road safely. For the safety of the children, please walk up to the zebra
crossing before crossing the road on Hillside Avenue.
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