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WHATS ON – DATES AND 
TIMES 

 
 

 Wednesday 11th April – 
Beginning of Summer Term- 
8.30am  
 

 Thursday 18th April –        
Yom Ha’atzmaut  - children 
to wear blue and white 

 

 Wednesday 25th April – 
Phonics meeting for Kitta 
Aleph parents.                                          
3.10pm 

 

 Monday 7th May -                    
School closed for 
 bank holiday. 
 

 Monday 21st May -                   
School closed for Shavout 
 

 Monday 28th May – Friday 
1st June – Half Term 

 

 Sunday 17th June -                
YPS Summer Fun Day                 
3.00pm 

 

 Sunday 24th June -                  
Maccabi fun run.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Look At Learning  
 Curriculum Enrichment  

 As part of our mission to help everyone of the children at Yavneh Primary School to love 
to learn and make progress, the staff at Yavneh plan lots of wonderful experiences for 
the children to help them develop into thoughtful readers, creative writers and 
competent mathematicians.   
 
Every unit of work begins with a ‘hook’ which fires up the creativity and 
imagination of the children before they are immersed in the text, topic or 
genre.  This half term, the children in Kitta Aleph arrived at school to find 

an alien called Beegu had crash landed his spaceship in the 
school playground. Our children wrote letters to Beegu to 
teach him about life at Yavneh Primary. Having developed 
their letter writing skills through the unit of work, the children were able 
to write cohesive, persuasive letters which have led to us getting a school 
pet.  Shadow and Lexi the guinea pigs are getting used to their new home 
at Yavneh.  

 
In Hachana a naughty wolf and 2 cheeky fairies have caused lots of 
disruption this half term.  The fairies borrowed all the books from the 
classrooms, leaving a note, a map and lots and lots of glitter. The 
children were upset that their books were missing and this motivated 
them to make their own story books.   
 
Many trips and experience have been arranged this term to enrich the curriculum for our 
children. Educational visits and visitors give the children at Yavneh the opportunity to 
enjoy and achieve in new engaging ways. It encourages ‘learning by doing, hearing and 
seeing’ and is a powerful, positive teaching tool that helps enhance the social, personal 
and emotional development of all learners and encourages the children to engage with 
people, places and buildings in new ways.   
 
Children in Hachana and Kitta Aleph visited Tesco in Borehamwood to develop their 

knowledge of healthy eating and reinforce the concept of money.   The children spent 

time searching and identifying fruit and vegetables from around the world.    

Every child was given a budget of 50p and was supported in 

purchasing a piece of fruit or vegetable.  In Kitta Aleph, many 

of the children were resourceful and clubbed together to buy 

bags of fruit and vegetables as they found it was better value 
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for money.  The children cleaned and cut their fruit and veg up in the classroom and 

enjoyed eating them. 

Pupils in Kitta Aleph enjoyed a day out at Paradise 

Wildlife Park.  The trip was organised as a ‘hook’ to get 

the children excited about their new topic of animals 

and habitats.  The children had a fabulous day out and 

enjoyed seeing a large range of animals being fed. 

Pupils in Hachana have continued to enjoy learning 

about the jobs some of our parents do. Following a 

visit from Ms Hurst who spoke to the children about 

her job as a magistrate, the children set up their own 

courtroom where they put the wolf from the 3 Little 

Pigs on trial.  The children took on different courtroom 

roles, while the wolf and the witnesses stood in the dock 

and were questioned.   

Heather Card from the Hertfordshire Hearing Impairment team visited 

Yavneh and spoke to the children about her job as an audiologist and 

what it is like living with a hearing disability.  The children asked lots of 

sensible questions about the job that she does.   

Growth Mindset 

At Yavneh Primary School we want the children to have the opportunity to learn without 
limits.  In order to encourage the children to think independently and to persevere in their 
learning, we have introduced the concept of having a ‘Growth Mindset’.  This involves 
children using their ‘BRAIN’ to challenge themselves, be resilient, extend their learning 
and to reach their potential and beyond.  Children in all classes have been taught that 
BRAIN means; 
B  - believe in yourself.  
R – be resilient     
A – attitude. Always approach a task with a good attitude. 
I –  be independent     
N – no limits 
We are teaching our children to be determined to succeed, to persevere if they are finding 
things hard and to overcome knockbacks. 
 

Hats of Faith 
 
Yavneh Primary were lucky to welcome author Medeia Cohan. 
Medeia spoke to the children about writing the book ‘Hats of Faith’ 
to teach children about different religions and customs.  The book 
introduced the children to different head coverings worn by people 
of different faiths.  The children asked questions and skillfully 
remembered the names of the different head coverings.   
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Chagigah Ha Siddur 
 
We are so proud of every pupil in Kitta Aleph who received their 
first siddur this term. 
We were delighted to welcome so many relatives and friends to 
share in this emotional and special occasion.  The children 

impressed us with their acting skills as they 
taught ‘the royal family’ all about teffilah. They have worked so 
hard to learn how to read Hebrew and have learnt many 
teffilot since joining Yavneh Primary School.  We look forward 
to watching our pupils use their siddurim for many years.  

 
Purim 
 
Despite the inclement weather and frozen pipes, the children had a fun 
filled morning. The children in Hachana and Kitta Aleph looked fabulous in 
their book themed costumes.   After a fancy dress parade and sing-song, 

the children enjoyed packing mishloach manot to 
give to their friends and making ra’ashanim 
(greggors) and Hamantaschen. Towards the end of 
the morning the children were entertained by Skittleman and had a 
bubble show.   

 
Pesach 
 
It was wonderful to welcome so many relatives to join us for our 
Hachana Seder.  The children in Hachana and Kitta Aleph had a 
wonderful time during their model Sederim.  The children worked very 

hard to learn a range of songs that appear in the Haggadah 
and help tell the story of Pesach.  The children impressed 
their guests with their knowledge.   We hope that all of our 
children will use their repertoire of songs during Seder 
night.  

 

Chinese New Year  
 
Chinese New Year was celebrated at the end of February.  We were delighted to welcome 
Mrs Feldman and Dr Chen who organized a carousel of activities linked to the occasion.  
The children made a prosperity Chinese salad which they tossed in the air 

with chopsticks. This is a modern Chinese tradition, 
meant to usher in wealth and prosperity.  Children 
wrote their names in Chinese fonts and explored 
Chinese symbols and objects linked to China. They 
learnt a song in Chinese all about the New Year and 

made wishes for themselves, their friends and families.    
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Building Work 
Work on the building site is going well . Work to 
divert existing services which were in the footprint 
of the new building is now complete. Drainage has 
now been installed and concrete piles have been 
installed.  During the holidays the building team will 
continue with their concrete piling. Concrete blocks 
and beams will be formed on the piles. The new 
building will sit on these.  
After Pesach we will have pedestrian access around the Yavneh College building to 
Yavneh Primary School.  We look forward to watching the new building begin to take 
shape. 
 
Plans to strengthen the foundations of our tempoary building inorder to ensure it can 
take a second floor are in place and work will be carried out next week.   

Attendance and Punctuality  

Thank you for continuing to work with us in ensuring that your child is both punctual and 
in school every day.   We thank parents for not taking their children out of school during 
term time. Our current whole school attendance figure is 97.4%.   
 

 Attendance % of pupils with 100% 
attendance 

Kitta Aleph 97.7% 38% 

Hachana  97.0% 32% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing you all a Pesach Kasher Ve’Sameach.      
                                                     

 


