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WHATS ON – DATES AND 
TIMES 

 
 Wednesday 4th October 

School finishes 12.50pm 

 Thursday 5th October, 
Friday 6th October, 
School closed  

 Tuesday 10th October 
Hachana Succah party 
2.30pm 

 Wednesday 11th 
October                    
School finishes 12.50pm  

 Thursday 12th October, 
Friday 13th October  
School closed  

 Sunday 15th October           
PTA Supper Quiz 

 Monday 23rd October – 
Friday 27th October   
Half Term- School closed 
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Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the academic year.  We have had a great start to the 
new year.  We have doubled in size as we welcome our 60 new Hachana children into the 
Yavneh family. Everyone is settling well into their new classes and routines and there is a 
tangible buzz of learning across the school.  In addition to this, we have welcomed our 
new staff, Miss Moslawy, Mrs Garcia, Miss Tollman, Miss Levine and Miss Feiner, who are 
all super additions to our team of adults leading learners.   
 
I’m pleased to say that our children have made a very positive start to this academic year 
and seem to be having lots of fun learning with their new teachers.  It has been fantastic 
to visit each class and see what a positive attitude to learning our children have.   
 
All of the staff are looking forward to working in partnership with parents and carers once 
again to ensure our children have the very best educational experiences. 
  

A Typical Day in Hachana   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Nitzanim                                                                        Zeraim 
 
Core Skills – All children begin their day developing their core skills.  
The children work on a carousel of activities.  Children reinforce and 
build on their phonic knowledge, practice mark 
making, develop their cutting skills, strengthen their 
fine and gross motor skills or work on letter 
formation. The children also get the opportunity to 
improve their counting, sorting and number skills and 
develop their reading skills both in English and 
Hebrew.  
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Tefillah (morning prayers) -  This takes place every morning.  At Yavneh, 
we aim to ensure that daily Tefillah is a meaningful moment for each 
child.  
 
Power up! -  As a class, the children enjoy a physical warm up to music 
to get them ready for the day ahead.   
 
Phonics- This is a short carpet session where children play games, learn 
to read, recognize and write pure alphabet sounds.  Phonics is differentiated to meet the 
needs of all our learners and as our children progress through the year, the phonics session 
will be longer and include elements of learning new sounds, reading, comprehension, 
writing, grammar and punctuation.   
 
Child-initiated learning (CIL)-   Children are allowed to choose 

how to use our classroom resources and get 
the opportunity to learn through first-hand 
experiences in the classroom and in our 
outdoor resource.  Sometimes child-led 
activities start out as an adult initiated activity, 
however children often extend the resources and 
ideas given to create their own experiences.  All 

the adults in Hachana, play an important 
role in child initiated learning. They provide 
a safe environment for your child to explore 
and test out ideas.  They are continually 
observing, questioning and assessing in the 
classroom and may use your child’s 
interests or next steps to develop play.  

 
Lunchtime -  Children in Hachana and Kitta Aleph, eat lunch together 
in the Yavneh College Dining Room.  Lunch is a very sociable time.  The 
children choose what they want to eat and help themselves to the 

salad bar.  Before leaving the dining hall, the children 
clear their plates away. After lunch our children say 
Birkat Hamazon (grace after meals) to thank Hashem 
(G-d) for what they have eaten. 
 

Maths – Maths sessions are broken down into a number of short activities.  Sessions start 
with a range of maths number and counting games before 
the children are taught a new mathematical skill.  Children 
get to reinforce these skills during CIL.   
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Limudei Kodesh (LK) – The LK sessions integrate many aspects of the National Curriculum 
as well as Moral, Social and Personal Education.  It is designed to give our children the 
skills and knowledge in the areas of Torah, Halacha, Yisrael, Tefillah and Middot.  Sessions 
are varied and the focus changes daily.  This is where the children learn to read Hebrew, 
learn about the weekly Parsha (Torah reading), develop their knowledge of different 
festivals, prayers and traditions and learn about Israel. Limudei Kodesh permeates life at 
Yavneh and LK activities are not taught in isolation.   
 
Boot Camp – Our children work on their gross motor skills during Boot 
Camp. A strong body is essential for a child to be able to develop posture 
for writing.  
 
Story Time -  Following an afternoon CIL session and Boot Camp we end 
every day together with ‘focus child’ show and tell and a story.   
 

KITTA ALEPH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              Kalanit                                                                                Nurit 
 
Our Kitta aleph children have returned to school ready to learn.  They 
have settled brilliantly into their new classrooms and have been 
working exceptionally hard.  They have been showing our new 
Hachana children how we make good choices and do things ‘The 
Yavneh Way’ – with respect, courtesy, kindness and politeness.   
 
Whilst the day is structured in a similar way to Hachana, with some 
time for Child Initiated Learning (CIL), the demands of the Key Stage 
One National Curriculum has seen the introduction of formal but fun 
literacy lessons, as well as phonics and daily topic sessions linked to 
literacy, geography, history, art, DT, science, music and computing.   
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To build on the high standards the children reached last year, we are 
developing writing skills using ‘Talk for Writing’ techniques.  This is a 
rigorous approach to developing writing.  
The children in Kalanit and Nurit have been 
reading Lila and the Secret of Rain by David 
Conway and are learning how to write 
invitations using a series of pictures, actions 
and talk.  

 
During Topic, children are learning to locate the 4 countries that make up the United 
Kingdom. They are able to name the capital cities and the surrounding seas.     

 
Ground Breaking Ceremony  
 
We were delighted that the sun was shining during our 
ground breaking ceremony on the 15th September 
2017.  The children in Kitta Aleph and the Yavneh 
College Singers sang beautifully to mark the occasion. 
We will aim to give you regular updates as the building 
work progresses.   
 

Am Echad 
Tzedakah (charity) is something that is very important to the Yavneh Schools.  The Yavneh 
College Academy Trusts motto is Olam Chessed Yibaneh.  ‘The World is Built on Kindess’.  
The Yavneh Way also stresses the importance of Kindness.  
 
Am Echad is the charity wing of the Yavneh Schools.  Every year the school community 
chooses three charities to support.  The three categories of charities represent the 
various communities that the schools are part of; a local Jewish charity, a local charity 
and an Israeli charity.  The charities are chosen by the pupils and parents of the Yavneh 
Schools. Please see the email attached alongside this newsletter for further information 
about this years chairities.   
 
Your child has been taught about giving tzedakah.  As well as fund raising events, we have 
a tzedakah box in every classroom.  Tzedakah will be collected on a Friday and discussed 
during Kabbalat Shabbat.  Please talk to your child about kindness and giving tzedakah and 
encourage him/her to bring a small amount to put in the tzedakah box every Friday .   
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Chag Sameach  

  
The children in Kitta Aleph and Hachana have enjoyed many varied and exciting activities 
while learning about the Chagim -  Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Succot.  Mr Lewis 
showed the children the shofar that he was given for his Barmitzvah and the children 
listened carefully to every note that was blown.  We were delighted that so many family 
members were able to join our children for the Kitta Aleph SEED honey jar decorating 
workshop.  Children in both year groups made honey cakes.  In preparation for Succot 
the children in Hachana built a sukkah out of bricks and have learnt lots of songs, while 
children in Kitta Aleph have made lulav and etrog models out of clay.  We look forward 
to welcoming our Hachana parents to our Sukkah party next week.   
 

Parent Representatives  
 
Last year our parent representatives were a valuable link between home and school.  We 
are looking for 2 volunteers to represent the parents of Nitzanim, and 2 volunteers to 
represent Zeraim.   Whilst there are many channels for direct communication between 
parents and school staff, the class representatives act as an additional informal conduit 
for feedback and suggestions. Please remember that concerns which are specific to your 
child should still be raised directly with his/her teacher or members of the senior 
management team. If you are interested in being a class rep, please contact Mrs Collins in 
the school office.   
 

School Start Time and Attendance  
 
School starts at 8.40am each day. The gates open from 8.30am and will close at 8.40 am.  
We cannot let Yavneh Primary Pupils through the main gate until the Yavneh College 
students are in class.  For security reasons please time your journey to ensure that you do 
not arrive before 8.30am.  For our children to gain the greatest benefit from their 
education it is vital that they attend regularly and your child should be at school, on time, 
every day unless the reason for the absence is unavoidable. Good attendance gives your 
child the best chance of success, both in their learning now and in the future. From next 
month we will be including our attendance figures on the monthly newsletter.  Holiday in 
term time and days off can have a serious impact on your child’s education.  Please 
remember to contact the school as early as possible if your child is absent. 
 
Parents with children in Yavneh College are respectfully reminded that they are not 
allowed to enter the Yavneh College building at any time without an appointment.   
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Walk to School  
 
At Yavneh Primary School we would like to encourage our children to walk or scooter to 
school. If children are unable to walk or scooter the whole way, we would encourage you 
to ‘park and stride’.  All parents driving to school are asked to park in the car park of Tesco 
Borehamwood.  Please do not drive up and park on Hillside Avenue or the surroudning 
roads. If your child scooters to school, please ensure they dismount at the security hut.   
 

Parent, Teacher Association (PTA) 
 
Our PTA have been working tirelessly over the last year to raise funds for our new 
playround.  The role of the PTA is to raise much needed funds to help the School provide 
materials, resources and facilities that will enhance the learning experiences for your 
children. 
The next PTA event is a Supper Quiz on Sunday 15th October 2017, followed by a Chanukah 
gift fair on 9th November 2017. We hope to see as many parents, friends and family 
members as possible at the events.  For further information, please email 
yavnehprimarypta@hotmail.com. 
The next PTA meeting will be held on Monday 20th November at Yavneh College.  
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