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WHATS ON – DATES AND 
TIMES 
 
 1st May 2019             

School restarts for 
children 

 6th May 2019               
Bank holiday – school 
closed 

 9th May 2019                
Yom Ha’atzmaut – 
children to wear blue 
and white 

 10th May 2019          
Jewish Deaf Association 
Loud and Proud – 
children to wear bright 
coloured clothes 

 20th May 2019                  
A Million Jumps for Jake 
Week 

 Week 27th May 2019          
Half term.  

 10th June 2019             
Shavout – school closed 

 12th June 2019            
Kitta Aleph to Israeli 
Dance Festival 

 19th June 2019           
Hachana to Radlett 
Centre 

 23rd June 2019           
Maccabi GB Community 
Fun Run.  

 30th June 2019          
PTA Fun day  

 

 

 

OUR FIRST WEEK IN OUR NEW SCHOOL BUILDING   
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Computing in the Curriculum  
At Yavneh we teach computing in many different ways.  Children are 
being taught to use a wide range of devices to help create a digital record 
of their work, with an emphasis on creating and sharing digital 
content in a variety of media. Computing is taught through cross 
curricular topics and discreetly to teach the skills stated in the 
National Curriculum.  
Children in Kitta Aleph used laptops to type acrostic poems.  The 
children learnt how to type in their user name and password to 
access word and how to use the keyboard when typing.  Children in 
all classes have access to programmable toys to learn how to code.   
Ipads are used in many different ways throughout the school. Children and 

adults use them to record work.  The children enjoyed 
playing an online quiz called Kahoot. They worked in 
teams to answer questions to enhance their topics and 
used a qwerty pad to answer the questions. They 
enjoyed this way of learning so much that they wrote 
their own quizzes to turn into a Kahoot quiz . 

 

A Fairy Came to Visit  
Children in Hachana walked into school one morning to find a trail of glitter leading from 
the playground into their new classroom. The children grabbed magnifying glasses and 
found clues around the classroom which led to the reading corners of each room. The 
children discovered that all their books had been taken. They discussed why they think 

the fairy took the books. The children read a letter left by 
the fairy and were told that they could have their books 
back if they wrote stories that included a character and a 
setting.  This stimulus for writing inspired the children to 
meet their challenge.  They set to work writing stories and 
managed to get their story books back.   

Book Week  
We love books and stories at Yavneh and did not want to 
limit our celebrations of world book day to just one day. 
The entire school celebrated it as world book week instead. 
For an entire week the children in all classes focused their 
learning around one book 'The Mysteries of Harris Burdick' 
by Chris VanHallsberg. The teachers and children were   
inspired by the book and spent the week investigating and creating 
pieces of work using the story as a stimulus. Teaching and learning 
covered all areas of the curriculum and through this one story the 
children accessed; Drama, Art, ICT, Science, Math, Reading and Writing. 
It was incredible watching the children's imaginations come to life and 
seeing the unique and creative pieces of work. The week allowed the 
children to take complete ownership of their learning and this was reflected in all the 
work we saw. On the official world book day, the children all came to school dressed as a 
character from a story. Each class decorated a story chair. These chairs will be in our 
school library.  
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Shabbat UK  
We enjoyed a jam-packed Shabbat UK week at YPS. The week started with a Shabbat 
story and song from Rabbi Goldstein for each class. The next day we enjoyed a challah 
bake and also made our very own Shabbat candles.  A highlight of the week was going 
into the Shabbat UK dome and hearing an interactive Shabbat story told by Chief Rabbi 
Mervis and songs. On the Friday we enjoyed a special Kaballat Shabbat and loved singing 
the Shabbat UK Lecha dodi. After Shabbat we had a wonderful Havdalah Concert at 
school and were lucky enough to be joined by Rabbi Chapper and Rabbi and Rebbetzen 
Goldstein. The children made their very own Havdalah sets with their parents and 
enjoyed delicious refreshments. We are now looking forward to Shabbat UK 2020! 

100 Days of School  
Our children celebrated 100 days of school on the 15th March 
2019. Using tally charts in every classroom, the children have 
counted the days during our Maths Meetings.  
The children in Kitta Aleph made cakes using our new cooking 
equipment and celebrated in style. A range of activities linked to 
the number 100 took place throughout the school.  

Purim  
Thanks to Morah Hallel and Morah Ayelet we had an 
incredible Purim 2019 at Yavneh Primary School. The 
children arrived in the morning to find that our school hall 
had been turned into a Jungle by our very talented Bnot 

Sherut and the teachers were all 
dressed up as jungle animals! The 
day started with tefillah and a fancy 
dress parade. We then had a Purim 
singing contest and Shoshana class 
were crowned as the winners for 
their brilliant singing and excellent 

dance moves. Afterwards the children  enjoyed a magic 
show, scenes from the megillah being acted out by Rabbi 
Goldstein, making mishloach manot bags for their friends and a delicious Purim lunch in 
our new hall. We all had a fantastic day and are now busy getting ready for Pesach!  

Yavneh Visit St Monica Buddies  
Kitta Bet really enjoyed seeing their St Monica’s buddies again during the 
last week in March. They spent time thinking about which places in the 
world they feel most comfortable in and shared their thoughts. The 
children then got to talk about an object which is special to them and why. 
They really enjoyed seeing and hearing about everyone’s different 
objects.  
After lunch the children were put into groups and created their 
own shields which represented things which both the Yavneh and 
St Monica’s children value and feel are special. We are now 
looking forward to our third link day with St Monica’s in the 
summer term. 
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Kitta Aleph’s Trip to Paradise Wildlife Park  
Kitta Aleph had a fabulous day learning about animals and their 
habitats when they visited Paradise Wildlife Park . The children 
loved seeing all the animals and learning about the different 
foods they eat.   
Out of school adventures not only allow us to enrich the 
curriculum for our pupils but give the children a purpose for 

learning.  The trip to Paradise Wildlife Park bought to life the Science 
topic of habitats. Prior to the trip, the children in Kitta Aleph learnt 
how to write persuasive letters and used their new knowledge to write 
to convince me to allow them to go on the trip.  Children wrote 
recounts of their day once back at school.  They were encouraged to 
include descriptive language, expanded noun phrases and adverbs of 
time.  

 
Pesach  
Children in all classes had a wonderful 
time during their model Sederim and 
we were delighted to welcome parents 
and relatives in Hachana and Kitta Bet  
to share this occasion with us.  Children 
in all year groups have learnt the Mah Nishtanah to enable 
them to ask the 4 questions on Seder night.  As well as 
learning why and how we celebrate Pesach, the children have learnt a repertoire of 

songs that they can sing on Seder night and help to tell the story of 
Pesach. The children impressed their guests with their knowledge.   We 
hope that all of our children will share what they have learnt  
during Seder night.   

Children in Kitta Bet took part in Pesach workshops which 
were led by the Yavneh College Sixth Formers. The 
children were split into four groups. Two groups learnt 
about the objects on the Seder plate and made their own 
Seder plates. One group did a quiz about the Pesach story 
and then acted it out. The last group made masks and 
used them to act out the Pesach story. 

 
Wiggle for Jake Concert 
We are so proud of our pupils who together with the Yavneh College musical enrichment 
group and the Yavneh College Year 9 and 10 bands, performed to 3 sell out audiences 
and raised over £3000 for Jake Cohen’s Solving Kids Cancer appeal.  Our children sang, 
danced and expertly played the chime bars during the hour long shows.  The shows were 
wonderful occasions that highlighted how special every member of the Yavneh Family is.  
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Attendance and Punctuality 
Punctuality and good attendance at school are the key factors in supporting good   
progress in learning and in improving our children’s chances of success in the future. 
Thank you for continuing to work with us, in ensuring that your child is both punctual 
and in school every day.  Our current whole school attendance figure is 97.7%. 
Congratulations to our children who have 100% attendance.   
 

 Attendance % of pupils with 100% 
attendance 

Kitta Bet  98.3% 33% 

Kitta Aleph 98% 18% 

Hachana  96.8% 28% 

 

Building work 
Practical completion of the new building took place on Monday 11th February 2019.  
The move went smoothly with all staff working incredibly hard to get the school ready to 
open to pupils. Our children settled into their new building very quickly and there was no 
disruption to teaching and learning as the children got use to using their new space.   
 
After a lengthy process, I can confirm that planning approval has been granted for the 
MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) for the Primary School.  The approval is without 
conditions and work is therefore expected to commence this week.  
If this phase of works goes to plan, the MUGA should be completed by the beginning of 
June. An Amphitheater is being built on the muddy verge outside the Hachana 
playground. Following that the haul road being used to access the building site will be 
removed and the field reinstated. Work should be completed by  mid July.   

 
End of Term Reflection  
As we approach the Pesach holidays, it is an opportunity to reflect on yet another 
wonderful term at Yavneh Primary School. Our children have achieved many things this 
term and adapted very quickly to their new environment. They are really enjoying their 
new space which has made teaching and learning very enjoyable for everyone.  As always, 
all of our children continue to be such a credit to the Yavneh family in whatever they do 
and we are so proud of them.  

 
Wishing you all a Pesach Kasher Ve’Sameach 
 
February 26th 2019  
Samuel was given the honor of opening the Yavneh Primary School gate 
for the first time 


