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WHATS ON – DATES AND 
TIMES 
 

 Wednesday 21st December  
       End of term 1                  
       12.00pm                        

 

 Wednesday 4th January   
1st day of term 
8.40am  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Autumn Reflection 

 
As we come to the end of the term, I find myself looking back over an 
action-packed and successful first term at Yavneh Primary School.  It 
is hard to believe that approximately 16 weeks ago I watched our 
building arriving on the Yavneh College campus on the back of a lorry. 
As I reflect on what we have accomplished this term, I am delighted 
to have been given the opportunity to lead such an exciting venture 

and extremely grateful to the staff and trustees for all 
the hard work and effort that they have put into 
making Yavneh Primary School so successful.   The commitment, 
dedication and hard work of pupils and staff, both in the Primary School 
and at Yavneh College, has amazed me and we are making excellent 
progress towards realising our vision of being outstanding and making 
sure every child is not only encouraged and supported to make progress, 
but inspired to reach his/her potential.   

 
Every day in Hachana has been a wonderful action packed day, crammed with learning 
and I hope that this newsletter along with the previous ones has given you insight into the 
wonderful experiences that the children at Yavneh Primary School are having.   
 
Our children have settled beautifully into their new routines.  They race happily into school 
in the morning ready to learn.  Their behaviour and attitude towards learning is excellent.  
Although I spend lots of time in both classrooms, a particular highlight for me is when on 
the rare occasions I am sitting in my office, I am visited by individual children who show 
me with pride what they have achieved in the classroom.    It is a pleasure to work with 
children who are so inquisitive, interested and engaged in their learning.  Our children 
respond quickly to their teacher’s request and are kind to each 
other.  During our daily circle times children have focused their 
attention on a wide range of topics including perseverance and 
making good choices. They have worked hard to acquire the 
skills they need for reading and writing and have made 
excellent progress in this area and in their maths learning. 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support with the work that we do with 
your children. It is through an effective partnership between parents/carers, children and 
school that we achieve the best possible outcomes for the children.   
 
I hope that you and your family enjoy the holidays and I wish you a very Happy Chanukah. 
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Looking at Learning 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children in Hachana were excited to discover that Fairy Elsie had visited the 
classroom during the night and had fun in the house that Poppy B, Ariella, Joey and 
Amelie P had made.  The children found a set of footprints made in the glitter path 
leading up to the house.  They found a tiny pair of orange fairy shoes and a little thank 
you note.  The secret camera set up in the classroom caught Fairy Elsie sitting in her 
house, eating chocolates in the staffroom and writing a message 
for the children on the whiteboard.  The children from both 
classes wrote Fairy Elsie and her friend Fairy Ella letters to let 
her know that she had left her fairy shoes behind. They told the 

fairies all about what they do at school.  
 
The children have continued to enjoy 
their London topic and created a bus in 
the Zeraim classroom, after our trip to the London Transport 
Museum.   
 
The children have been very busy getting ready for Chanukah.  

They have acted out the Chanukah story and learnt a song about Yehudah Hamaccabi to 
remind them of the series of events.  The children have learnt all about sevivonim and 
have been using them not just for spinning, but for painting, counting and sorting.   They 
have made their own Chanukiot, choosing their design and colours independently so 
that each one is unique.   
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London Transport Museum  
The children in Hachana had a wonderful day out at the London 
Transport Museum.  
The children crawled through a time travel machine and learnt about 
the history of London buses.  They discovered what it was like to travel 
aboard 19th century transport in London.  The children had time to 
explore the museum and were able to enjoy climbing aboard old and 

new tube trains and buses.  
 
We would like to thank all the parents who 
were able to support us by accompanying the children to the 
museum. The outstanding behaviour displayed by the Yavneh 
Primary School pupils made us all really proud.    
 

A Chanukah Tail 
Well done to all the children in Hachana for their 
fantastic performance of ‘A Chanukah Tail’.  The children 
worked hard to learn their lines and a large number of 
songs and stage direction which they executed with skill.  
They entertained and impressed a really big audience.  
We are so impressed with our children and delighted 
that ‘Minty got his Chanukah tail’!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hachana Mitzvah Tree  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Maya, Kayla, Rachel, Noa, Eden and Amelia who all have leaves on 
our Mitzvah tree this month.  It is such a delight to see our children being so kind and 
caring.   
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Thank you for continuing to work with us in ensuring that your child is both punctual and 
in school every day.   We thank parents for not taking their children out of school during 
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term time. Our current whole school attendance figure is 97.1%.  In Hachana the 
children are learning and embedding new skills on a daily basis and missing school can 
have a negative impact on all areas of learning.  48% of our children have 100% 
attendance.  
 

Tzedakah  
We are delighted that our children have collected £214.18 for the Am Echad Tzedakah 
this term. 
 
Thank you to all of our parents who gave so generously to the Camp Simcha toy drive.  
We had a lovely afternoon with Zak, Faye, Elan and Keren - Yavneh College Sixth Formers 
who planned a series of activities to teach the children about Chanukah.  They talked to 
the children about making each other smile and about how the toys they have donated 
to Camp Simcha will make a child who is sick in hospital smile.    

 
Ladder of Success 

We are delighted that all the children in Hachana, reached the top of their 
Ladder of Success this half term. The children enjoyed 
coming to school today on their bicycles and scooters 
dressed in their pyjamas.  Our children work well 
together. They try hard to look after the environment and 
make good choices.   

 
 
PTA Chanukah Party  

Thank you to Squires Estates who generously sponsored our PTA 
Chanukah party last week.  The children learnt about the 8 days of 
Chanukah through Captain Calamity’s 
interactive magic and bubble show.  The 
children had pizza, crisps, cucumber and 
doughnuts for dinner.  Thank you to the 
parents who came to help us.  A PTA 
meeting will be held at school on 
Wednesday 25th January 2017 at 

7.30pm.  If you are interested in being on the PTA then 
please contact Mrs Collins in the school office.   

 
Walk to School  
There are still some parents who are parking on Hillside 
Avenue and the local residents continue to compain on a 
daily basis.  Can we please remind you again that all parents driving to school are asked 
to park in the car park of Tesco Borehamwood. We cannot stress enough that driving 
and parking on Hillside Avenue may have a serious impact on the planning permission 
we are granted for our new building and we urge you not to do it.   
  

 


